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GOODBYE BOOKS, HELLO BYTES:
COMPUTERS WILL REVOLUTIONIZE LEGAL EDUCATION, REPORT SAYS
DAYTON, Ohio -- Books will eventually "byte" the dust as computer technology
revolutionizes the way law is taught in American law schools--and the way law is practiced,
says a preliminary report by Mead Data Central and the University of Dayton School of Law.
In the not-too-distant future, law students will be required to bring a network-ready
notebook computer to class. Students will download notes displayed on a data screen while
the professor is speaking, freeing them from notetaking.
Law students and faculty will navigate the information superhighway, supplementing
existing on-line research databases such as LEXIS and WESTLAW with more specialized
legal databases. With a keystroke, they will be able to command their computers each
morning to report new cases on a particular subject. Some professors will abandon tradition:.1l
"chalk and talk" instruction for electronic textbooks. And in the law library, all seats will be
wired for voice, data and video capability as CD-ROMS and other electronic research tools
replace books. Students may even opt to form "electronic" study groups with classmates and
students from other law schools.
According to the report, it won't be necessary for students to step foot on campus to
learn how to be a lawyer: "Computer-mediated communication may lead us into a world of
'virtuaf' law schools where high-quality interactive video communication takes place from our
homes and many other locations outside the law schooL"
Science fiction? Not so, contends Richard Perna, associate dean of the University of
Dayton School of Law. He points to a handful of law schools already creating electronic
libraries and putting network-ready computers in moot courtrooms. In 1995, the University of
-over-
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Dayton will break ground on a new $20 million law school and library that will be designed
to be a model for high-tech legal education.
"We can't educate students for the world we grew up in," Perna bid. "We have to
educate them for the world they'll live in.

This facility will put the University of Dayton in

a select group of law schools that are embracing technology."
The biggest change will be in the law library, which won't function anything like
today's book-filled version. "Law libraries as they currently exist as repositories of legal
print information will cease to exist," Perna said. "They'll transform themselves into
technological hubs through which users can access a variety of electronic forms of
information. The only question is how quickly. In the end, what ultimately drives
technological change is the attitude of people. That's how law schools can become leaders-they'll train people to go out into a new world."
Lindy Carll, a consultant to Mead Data Central who co-authored the preliminary study,
agrees. The vast majority of lawyers in law firms today use computers, but there are a
handful of big law firms at the forefront, with voice-activated computer systems and the like.
Courts are moving more slowly in introducing technological tools to the courtroom, she said.
"They're certainly not going to lead the charge," Carll said. "Today's incoming law
students are from the video/computer generation. They enter law schools demanding that
schools provide training. This presents law schools with an outstanding opportunity. Our
position all along has been that law schools should take hold of the reins of technology and
lead the way."
The Miamisburg-based Mead Data Central, whose LEXIS!NEXIS databases dominate
the electronic information services market, funded the study because it's interested in
"keeping pace with the legal education market and, therefore, must stay on top of where
information services are headed in the future," said Carll, who spent seven years as Mead
Data Central's branch manager for the legal education market in the western region. She now
operates a Los Angeles-based company called Legal Research Communications.
Perna and Carll synthesized the views of 20 law professors, law librarians, judges and
lawyers in the 35-page report, which they shared with deans and law librarians at 170 law
schools around the country. A number have asked for extra copies for their faculty to aid
-more-

UD/Mead Data Central Study: Page 3
curriculum planning. The report's most significant findings include:
•

Decentralized access to electronic information through a law school computer
network will dramatically change and improve the manner in which students,
faculty and administrators manipulate data;

•

New and enhanced modes of electronic communication will flourish in the law
school of the future and will, in part, change the manner in which law is
taught;

•

Law schools will struggle with the rapid pace of change precipitated by
emerging information technologies. However, they will ultimately lead the
profession into a new technological age;

•

As a requirement of admission, the law-student of the future will have a high
level of computer literacy an<,i a network-ready notebook computer, which may
be financed as part of tuition;

•

The law faculty of the future will have a high level of computer literacy and
will use computers in and out of the class to research, communicate and
enhance the education of law students;

•

The development of a pervasive global digital network will provide law
students and faculty with remote and decentralized access to information,
altering and/or eliminating existing geographical and institutional boundaries;

•

The law library of the future will operate as a "virtual" information center and
provide electronic access to most, if not all, materials. Electronic imaging
together with optical character recognition will be used to transform printed
information into an electronic medium; and

•

Market factors will accelerate the pace at which the practicing bar incorporates
sophisticated computer technologies into everyday law practice. As a result,
graduates who are competent in using these technologies will have a
competitive edge in the marketplace as will law schools that take the lead.

,.,"fhe report is available by calling Richard Perna at (513) 229-3211 or writing to him at
the University of Dayton School of Law, 300 College Park, Dayton, Ohio 45469-1320. His
Internet E-mail address is perna@udavxb.oca.udayton.edu. The report is available through
Cornell University's gopher system on the Internet via anonymous file transfer protocol from
ftp.law.cornell.edu or via the World Wide Web from www.law.cornell.edu.
-30For interviews, contact Richard Perna at (513) 229-3211 or Lindy Carll at (213) 258-9780.

